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EXT. BALTIMORE STREETS - DAY

A FILM CREW setting up a shot.  CLARK JOHNSON is directing 
actor DOMINIC WEST.  DAVID SIMON watches on as 
cinematographer UTA BRIESEWITZ frames up a shot.

The high-waisted pants and small sunglasses tell us 
immediately that it's the 1990s.  Specifically, 2001.

Suddenly, there's a loud ZAP!  Blue sparks CRACKLE and a 
cloud of white smoke parts to reveal a KID in his 20s.

DAVID SIMON
What the...

The Kid makes a beeline for Simon and Briesewitz.

KID
David Simon?  Listen to me, this is 
very important.  You need to shoot 
this show in sixteen-by-nine 
widescreen.

SIMON
Who the fuck are you?

KID
I'm from the future!  Look how low 
my pants are, and how big my 
sunglasses are!

SIMON
Are you sure you’re not from the 
past?  That's quite a mustache...

KID
I don't have time to explain.  What 
matters is that twelve years later, 
people will still be watching and 
loving The Wire, but it's going to 
look like a little square in their 
huge, flat, widescreen TVs.

BRIESEWITZ
Look kid, I'd love nothing more, 
but we're making a TV show here.

KID
But E.R. was filmed in widescreen 
from the start, way back in 1994.  
That's broadcast.  You're on HBO.



2.

BRIESEWITZ
Have you actually watched HBO?  
They don't even letterbox movies.

(realizing)
Wait, they shot E.R. widescreen and 
broadcast it in four-by-three?

KID
Until season seven, when they 
started showing it letterboxed.

BRIESEWITZ
So they removed the matte for TV?

KID
No, they actually showed a center 
extraction of the widescreen frame.

BRIESEWITZ
That would mean that they had to 
keep a 4:3 center frame safe, and 
never put anything interesting in 
the edges of the frame.

KID
Yes.  That's how every TV show from 
the mid-2000s on is shot, until the  
digital transition of 2009.

CLARK JOHNSON
David, we should really start 
shooting this.  Dominic's been at 
craft services long enough that his 
accent is slipping.

BRIESEWITZ
(ignoring him)  

That sounds horrible.  All this 
extra padding on the edges of the 
frame?  I could never make an 
authoritative image that way.

KID
But we in the future would really 
love to fill our TV sets with your 
great show.

BRIESEWITZ
"Fill your TV sets?" Don't you know 
that's the exact same shitty 
justification people used for 
cropping widescreen movies for TV?

BLUE SPARKS begin to crackle at the Kid's feet.
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KID
I'm running out of time!  You have 
to listen to me!

He's becoming transparent.

BRIESEWITZ
Sorry kid.  Got a show to make.

KID
Nooooo!!!!!

And then he's gone, in a swirl of smoke and blue lightning.

DOMINIC WEST
(holding a donut)

Crikey!  What the devil was that 
bollocks?

David Simon slaps his forehead.

THE END


